
Gene Ransom, III 

Chief Executive Officer 

MedChi, The Maryland State Medical Society 

Overview and Discussion: 
COVID-19 State Law and 

Business Update for Maryland 
Physicians 
Presented by:   

Maryland Chapter  
American College of 

Cardiology 
May 6, 2020  

 



 

 

 

 

Maryland Immunity Under COVID-19 
 



Maryland – Good Samaritan Law  
(Md. Code, § 5-603 of the Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article)   

 
• According to the language of this act, immunity under this statute is only available to 

those individuals who provide assistance or medical care “without fee or other 
compensation.” The statute does not provide immunity to those individuals who provide 
assistance or medical care and receive a fee or other compensation for that assistance or 
medical care. 

 
• If you find yourself in the role of a Good Samaritan during this time of crisis and you are 

not accepting a fee or other compensation, then the act may apply to you.  Additionally, 
the immunity granted is qualified by providing that the acts are given “in a reasonably 
prudent manner” and the rendering of medical care or assistance must not be “grossly 
negligent.”  Maryland courts have held that as this is a qualified immunity, the 
determination of whether the immunity applies will be determined by the trier of 
fact.  Artis v. Cyphers, 100 Md. App. 633, 642 A. 2d 298, aff’d, 336 Md. 561, 649 A.2d 
828 (1994).   
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Federal – The CARES Act (Section 3215)  

 
• Similar to Maryland’s Good Samaritan Law, Section 3215 of the CARES Act provides 

immunity to health care professionals who provide voluntary health care in relation to the 
COVID-19 crisis.  Health care covered under this section includes (1) the diagnosis of COVID-
19, (2) the prevention of COVID-19, (3) the treatment of COVID-19, (4) the assessment of the 
health of a human being related to an actual or suspected case of COVID-19, and (5) the care of 
the health of a human being related to an actual or suspected case of COVID-19.   

 
• Importantly, this immunity only applies if the health care provider is providing care within the 

scope of the health care provider’s license, and the health care provider is acting in good 
faith.  Immunity will not apply if (1) a health care provider caused harm by an act that is 
“willful or criminal misconduct, gross negligence, reckless misconduct, or a conscious flagrant 
indifference to the rights or safety of the individual[;]” (2) a health care provider is under the 
influence; or (3) a health care provider accepts payment for services rendered to an 
individual.  Lastly, this immunity provision only provides immunity for actions from March 27, 
2020, to the end of the duration of the declared federal public health emergency.  
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Maryland – Public Safety Immunity Act (Maryland Code, § 14-3A-
01(b) of the Public Safety Article) 

• This statute provides a health care provider with immunity from civil liability if that health care 
provider acts with “good faith” and under “a catastrophic health emergency 
proclamation.”  Maryland Governor Hogan issued such a proclamation pursuant to Maryland 
Code, § 14-3A-01(b) of the Public Safety Article on March 5, 2020.  To fall under the immunity 
protection of this Act, certain conditions apply: 

 
• If you are providing normal/routine care for a non-COVID-19 patient, then the immunity of this 

Act would not apply because that care has no relation to the “catastrophic health emergency 
proclamation” of Governor Hogan.  Accordingly, if a patient had COVID-19, but was being 
treated for a non-COVID-19 condition, this immunity also may not apply. 

 
• The immunity would apply if the health care provider was rendering care within the scope of the 

“Governor’s orders[,]” and those acts are to “save lives during a public health emergency.”  The 
provider would need to strictly follow the Order of the Governor or any Department of Health 
(“DOH”) criteria (or other State established criteria) to obtain the immunity  
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• Governor Executive 
Orders  

• General Assembly 
Actions Related to 
COVID-19  



Governor Hogan Issues Mask Order 



Governor Hogan Issues Stay Home Order 



Governor Hogan Outlined his Roadmap to Recovery for the State   
  

Here is a copy of the plan: 

 
• https://governor.maryland.gov/recovery/   
 
• Here is a summary of what he said: 
 
• The State will continue to look for a 14-day downward trend in key numbers before loosening of restrictions will move 

forward:  1) the # of hospitalizations, and 2) the # of ICU admissions, and 3) the # of deaths.  A one day increase in any number 
does not require that the 14 day count start over; rather, it is the trend the Governor will focus on. 

• These numbers continue to rise at present, though Dr. Inglesby of JHU also said other numbers have begun to plateau. 
• The Governor outlined “Building Blocks” that will be the foundation for the 3 Stages of Re-opening set out below:  

– Expanded Testing 
– Increased Hospital Surge Capacity 
– Adequate PPE Supply 
– Increased Contact Tracing 

• The 3 Stages of reopening are below.  These will occur gradually and require that the Building Blocks above remain in place:  
– Stage 1:  Lifting Stay @ Home Order; reopen some small businesses; allow outdoor recreation and other low risk activities; elective surgeries 

allowed; more flexibility in non-surge areas 
– Stage 2:  Increase limit on social gathering; bars and restaurants reopening with safety restrictions; non-essential workers begin to return 
– Stage 3:  Large gatherings allowed; high capacity bars and restaurants reopening; family visits to nursing homes allowed. 

• The Governor will rely on input from various industries on the details of how various industries will reopen. 

https://governor.maryland.gov/recovery/


Elective 
Procedures  



Economic  
Opportunities 

For  
Your Practice   

• CARES Act 
 - Stimulus payment one & two 
• Payroll Protection Program 
• Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) and 

GRANT  
• State Programs 
• County Programs 
• Telehealth Grants  
 
 

 



MedChi Resources  
https://www.medchi.org/Your-Resource/Public-Health/Coronavirus-Resource-Center 



Keeping 
You 

Informed 



- Thank You -  

gransom@medchi.org 
 

Please visit us on the web, at Medchi.org 
 

Follow us on Facebook or Twitter (@MedChiupdates or @GeneRansom) 
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